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RPEN Boulder City, NV
Continuing a Tradition

Senior Center of Boulder City Presentation

Boulder City that provides transportation to
seniors and the disabled, as well as respite
care for caregivers, the Senior Center of Boulder City and Emergency Aid. All three of
these organizations do a tremendous amount
of good for hundreds of folks in our community. The groups are always looking for good
volunteers to help in their work, and if you

During the month of December, President
Bernard Paolini played Santa to several organizations in Boulder City. Because of the
generosity of the members who donate to the
monthly drawing, the chapter had funds
available to spread a bit of Christmas cheer to
local non-profit organizations in town.
Checks were presented to Lend A Hand of
Emergency Aid of Boulder City Presentation

have an hour or two a week, or even an hour
a month, please consider donating some of
your time to any one of these groups. To contact the Senior Center of Boulder City between the hours of 8 a.m. and three 3 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, call 293-3320.
Emergency Aid number is 293-0332, Monday
through Friday from 9 a.m. until 12 noon.
Lend A Hand can be reached at 294-2363,
Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. until 2 p.m. Each organization provides a variety of volunteer activities to which you can donate your time and talent.
Lend A Hand Presentation

Minutes from October, November and December 2016
The October 13, 2016 membership meeting had thirteen members/guests attending. Guest speaker was Craig Jordahl, the Democratic candidate for Assembly District 23. Craig gave a brief bio and explained his positions on various topics. He then answered questions from the membership.
President Paolini discussed the Annual RPEN Conference held on September 22nd through September 25th. He informed the members that the chapter is going to pay for three members to attend the next Annual RPEN Conference. Members would earn one entry ticket for each meeting they attended between October and May. We would then draw three tickets in May to select the members to attend the conference.
President Paolini stated the results of the candidate interviews and said that they would be receiving the results in
the RPEN newsletter at the end of the month.
The November 10, 2016 membership meeting had 16 members/guests attending. President
Paolini opened the meeting at 11:00 a.m. leading the attendees in the Pledge of Allegiance.
President Paolini gave the treasurer and membership report. He encouraged members to invite
active public employees to join RPEN so we have larger representation in the legislative hearings
dealing with the rights and pensions of PERS members, including Social Security and Healthcare
fairness. President Paolini again stressed how important it was for RPEN to increase their numbers
so as to have a stronger voice at the legislative session in February.
President Paolini introduced the guest speaker, Boulder City Chief of Police Tim Shea. Chief Shea
gave a short introductory speech outlining his background. He spoke briefly about the Department and then
asked for questions. The members asked specific questions concerning issues pertaining to Boulder City
and the Police Department. He answered their questions but said that since he was only on the job for six
weeks there is still a lot that he has to learn.
President Paolini told the members that the Chapter is going to pay for three members to attend the
2017 Annual meeting in Summerlin. Secretary Paolini told the members that they would earn one raffle ticket for each meeting that
they attended between now and May 2017. Three raffle tickets would be drawn at the June meeting and the winners would be able to
attend the Annual meeting in September.
The next meeting will be December 8, 2016 at 11:00 a.m. at The Homestead of Boulder City
The December 8, 2016, meeting had 14 members/guests attending. President Paolini
opened the meeting at 11:00AM, leading the attendees in the Pledge of Allegiance.
President Paolini gave the treasure report. There is $2,886.83 in the checking account and $259.09 in the savings account. He reported current chapter membership of 206
He gave a short report concerning the PERS and PEBP Board reports provided by
Terri Laird and Marlene Lockard.
President Paolini presented the PowerPoint Presentation that Tina Leiss gave at
the annual meeting. The members appreciated the presentation and had questions concerning it and the health of PERS. There were also questions asked about Defined Benefit
plans and if they would affect current retirees. He reminded the members of the election
results for the Nevada State Senate and Assembly. The democrats have taken the majority in both houses with friends of RPEN also
being elected. RPEN staff is preparing for the 2017 Nevada State Legislature Session but it should be a session where we should not
see as much of the attacks on PERS as we saw in the last session. At this time there has been one bill introduced pertaining to PERS
by the State Controller. .
President Paolini reminded the members that the Chapter is going to pay for three members to attend the 2017 Annual meeting in Summerlin.
President Paolini announced our next meeting will be on January 12, 2017.
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A Message from the President
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Here we are in a New Year, 2017. The past year brought changes to RPEN.
Long time Executive Director Marty Bibb retired in December of 2015. After an
initial search and evaluation of our organizational structure it was decided to make
changes. We eliminated one position and reduced the number of full time employees by one. Terri Laird was chosen as the Executive Director and Kerry Armanasco was chosen as Director of Finance and Operations. The duties and responsibilities of both of these positions have been updated to reflect the changes that have been made. We also
changed the contract for Marlene Lockard our Lead Lobbyist assigning her additional responsibilities. These
changes should make RPEN more efficient while reducing our overall operating costs. On a closer to home
subject, our Treasurer Mary Champlion has moved to Texas and our State Delegate Virgie Toumasis has decided that it time for her to step aside. We wish both of them well and thank Virgie for her dedication and service. Member Jay Richie has volunteered to be State Delegate. We still need someone for Treasurer. Please
contact me if you are interested.
In December, I along with Vice-President Roseann Miele and Secretary Joan Paolini visited three nonprofit organizations, Lend a Hand, Boulder City Emergency Aid and the Senior Center. This is the fourth year
that we have donated the money collected from the 50/50 raffle to these organizations. We collected more
money this year and were able to slightly increase the amount that we donate. All three organizations rely on
grants and donations and are appreciative of the donations. It is through your generosity that we are able to offer these gifts.
RPEN’s membership growth peaked in 2010 and has been in a slow and steady decline since then. This
past year was the first year that we realized a growth in membership since the recession of 2010. I would like
to see us continue this trend and grow our membership this year. You can help. Do you know someone who is
retired from public service and not a member of RPEN? Do you have friends or relatives currently employed
in the public sector? We want them as members. We are currently offering a cash incentive for each member
that you sign up. We have been making a concerted effort to grow these numbers. We have attended various
workplace benefit fairs as well as different union meetings in an attempt to get current employees to join
RPEN. It is definitely for their benefit, since we are working to protect PERS not only for current retirees but
for future retirees as well.
One thing that did not change is the attacks on PERS and Public Employees. The Legislature Session is
not scheduled to start until February 9, 2017 and there is already a bill draft request (AB71) to change PERS to
a hybrid (defined benefit + defined contribution) plan. Our Lobbyist will be watching this bill and any other
proposals that can affect members of RPEN. She will keep us informed with regular updates by email. RPEN
Officers and members regularly attend these sessions to help make our presence known.
I’ll close this column with a reminder to join us at our Monthly meeting. The next meeting will be on
February 9, 2017 at 11:00 a.m. Boulder City Mayor Rod Woodbury will be our guest speaker.
I have arranged for a speaker from the Alzheimer Association for the March 9th meeting. I anticipate this being a very informative meeting concerning one of the most horrible diseases with no cure available.
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RPEN Statement of Purpose:
The Retired Public Employees of Nevada
is a 501 (c ) 4 federally tax exempt organization
whose purpose is to promote social welfare
by educational means in order to
better inform the public on issues
affecting retired public employees.
For information on the Boulder City RPEN Chapter, please call President
Bernard Paolini at 702-294-0636 or email: bernardpaolini@cox.net or VP Rose
Ann Rabiola Miele at 702-347-9924 or 702-339-9082 or email:
roseannrab@hotmail.com.
The legislature will be in Carson City soon and we need to increase our
membership to show our strength. Talk to friends and relatives who are current
public employees/retirees and encourage them now more than ever to join our
ranks.

Useful Links
Website for RPEN: http://www.rpen.org
Public Employees Retirement System: http://www.nvpers.org
Social Security: http://www.ssa.gov
Public Employee Benefits Program: http://www.pebp.state.nv.us
Nevada Legislature: http://www.leg.state.nv.us

