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COMING EVENTS

May 13 – Regular Chapter 
Meeting Poppy Helgren, Director
of Nursing, Nevada State Veterans 
Home will speak about new concepts in 
caring for the elderly and those in need of 
skilled care.  Doors open at 2:15; meeting at
2:30 PM

May 4 to June 12 – TRAIL HUNT 
25 Treasure Boxes have been hidden 
on Henderson trails.  Be the first person to 
locate a box and you will find a $25 
certificate from a local business or a 
FunCard.  Our city has a 180 miles trail 
system, open from 5 AM to 11 PM daily.  
(Unlit parks are open dawn to dusk.)

May 11 & 12 9 AM – 4 PM        
Henderson Art Festival – A 
Mother’s Day tradition!  Fine arts &
crafts, live entertainment, Interactive 
Imagination Station, and Chalk Art 
Competition.  Food vendors.   Free 
admission and parking.

May 27 Memorial Day 2019    
Remember and honor our fallen armed 
services members.  

June 10 Regular Chapter 
Meeting 2:30 Executive Director 
Terri Laird will report the RPEN 

RPEN REPORT
(PEBP) PUBLIC EMPLOYEES’ BENEFITS PROGRAM 
Open enrollment for Plan Year 2020 is May 1 through May 31.
Retirees enrolled in a medical  plan through Via Benefits  may
newly enroll or opt-out of their current PEBP dental coverage.
(Look  into  the  new  Dental  Discount  Plan  offered  by  EJS
Insurance – our voluntary insurance products provider.)
July 1, those receiving a monthly HRA (Health Reimbursement
Arrangement) will see an increase.  The new monthly amounts
range from $65 to $260.
Krystle Borgman, Education and Information Officer at PEBP, 
sent the following information.  There is misinformation that 
has been shared that Medicare Retirees in the Medicare
Exchange can participate in PEBP's Healthcare Bluebook 
(HCBB), however that is NOT the case.   Please be sure to tell 
your friends.  

SENATE BILL SB224 PASSED THE SENATE!  It was a party-line 
vote 11 to 10.  This is the bill that protects our privacy.  Our 
Chapter Delegate Sandie Mix sent thanks to Senators Julia Ratti,
David Parks, and Joyce Woodhouse. The bill is now in the hands
of the Assembly.  It would serve well for all of us to express our 
thanks to the Senators and to contact our assembly members.   
Sandie also recognized our “RPEN Lead Lobbyist Extraordinaire”
Marlene Lockard for her work.

SENATE BILL SB459 addressing collective bargaining for state 
employees has gone through committee, been amended and 
printed.  But no discussion yet by either house. 
Time is running out.  Urge your representatives to support state
employees.  Two additional areas of great concern are the 
funding of our education system and the Nevada State Prison 
System.  Both are woefully underfunded and have a huge 
impact on our state’s economy, workforce, and future.
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experience and outcome of 2019 Nevada 
Legislative Session. 

Credit Score Myth or Truth?
Tobie Stanger, Consumer Reports   March 2019

Unpaid Bills, Late Payments * 
True
Timeliness of payments counts for 35% of your 
credit score says FICO.  Unpaid bills—even the 
ones that don't go to collections—affect your 
credit.  “Just one late payment can hurt your 
score and will remain seven years,” Griffin says.
Pay at least the minimum.  

Unpaid Parking or Traffic 
Tickets * Myth Those don’t show up on 
a credit report.  Tickets come from municipal 
records. 

A Lingering Library Fines * 
Myth    Library fines aren’t among the types 
of debt that wind up on your credit report, says 
Rod Griffin, director at Experian.  Municipal 
court records are no longer collected.

 Soon-to-Be Ex's Credit Card 
Debt * True Even if the judge says your 
soon-to-be-ex spouse must pay all the debt on 
your joint credit card, while you are married you
are both jointly and severally liable for 100 
percent of the card debt. 

Liens or Judgments Against You 
*Mostly Myth These infractions rarely 
make it onto credit reports.  Partly because the 
public records do not have required ID, such as 
SSN and date of birth.  Tax liens, paid or not, no
longer appear on credit reports.   

Inquiries from Potential 
Employers or Insurers * Myth
Employers, insurers, and landlords can check on
your credit, but inquiries won’t have an impact 
on your credit score.  Law requires that the 
inquiry show up on your report.  

Applying for a Lot of Credit 
Cards * True Opening a lot of credit 
cards in a short period can have a negative 
impact. It suggests you’re in credit trouble.  
Freezing your credit reports is a way to curb the 
urge to take on more debt and foils scammers 
from opening credit lines with your stolen 
information. 

CHAPTER REPORT

CELEBRATING THE DIVERSITY OF PUBLIC SERVICE
The Chapter Executive Board has been making plans that will 
insure the 2019 RPEN Convention is a very special event.  We 
are the host chapter!  The convention will be held at the Fiesta 
Hotel & Casino, Henderson September   
After the financial negotiations and hotel arrangements were 
negotiated by Finance and Operations Director Kerry 
Armanasco, our first job was to choose a theme.  The RPEN 
2019 Convention theme Is “Celebrating the Diversity of Public 
Service.”  We want to take this opportunity to pat ourselves on
the back while informing the public about the wide range of 
services government employees provide.  

IMPORTANT!  We need photographs of public servants on the
job.  YOU CAN HELP two ways.  First, please look through your 
albums and boxes for photos you collected over your career.  
Include co-workers.  These will not be published, but used for 
collages.  Second, take photos now of public employees on the 
job.  We indeed want to show the diversity of our service.   Do 
you visit your old worksite?  See a workman in the street?  Visit
the City Clerk’s office to get a passport?  Take a picture!  We 
are talking about uniformed and non-uniformed employees; 
those who are on the job or in a meeting, and those who may 
be taking a break or attending an event.   
We need your help in order to make a BIG display.  Call or 
contact Mary Ella or any Board Member if you need assistance 
getting these photos copied and to us.  (Copies will be made 
on a commercial color copier.  No harm will come to your 
photographs.)
Contacts: ppetruso@aol.com and MaryElla311@gmail.com

Chapter President Mary Ella Holloway and Vice President Paula 
Petruso.  Paula presented a “What to Do with All That Stuff” 
program at the April meeting.



Checking Your Credit Report 
Frequently * Myth You’re entitled to 
look at your credit reports as often as you like.   
You are entitled to three free inquiries a year—
one from each of the credit reporting agencies.  
Go to annualcreditreport.com. 


