
President Elaine’s Message 
FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK – As I sit here on a Tuesday evening I am wondering 
what words may flow forth to have you read this issue to the end. The legislature is in full 
swing but I do not wish to write about what is happening in Carson City. We are all kept up 
to date by checking our website rpen.org, reading the RPEN Review or attending our 
monthly meetings. Terri Laird keeps us up to date through her comprehensive reports on 
meetings of both PERS and PEBP. When you check the monthly announcements regarding 
the statewide chapter meetings there is always a little something at the end to tweak your 
interest, and Marlene Lockard sends a weekly report on the bills we are following. The re-
ports from Marlene are lengthy and distributed to board members. You may contact them 
should you so desire. Their names and phone numbers are included further along in this 
newsletter. Copies are also available at the monthly meetings. 

 

MOVING ALONG – Could not resist the pun. We are all aware when we move that you 
should contact the Carson City office (775 882-7832) or me (775 853-4059). In addition to 
change of address, don’t forget to notify us of new or change of email addresses, phone 
numbers, etc. It has also been brought to my attention that those of us who are retired and 
have moved should notify Social Security at 1-800-772-1213 who in turn notifies Medicare 
1-800-633-4227. PERS or any other Insurance should also be notified. Sounds simple but I 
get phone calls that I don’t receive this or that any more. I have learned the first question I 
now ask is, ‘Have you moved?’ 

 

CLOTHING – New RPEN-T Shirts are now available for order. They come in crew neck T-
style and V-neck. They are blue with white lettering and range from sizes Small, Medium, 
Large, X-Large, XX-Large, XXX-Large and XXXX-Large. Prices range from $6.82-$10.99.  
The shirts have the new Logo, RPEN Representing Public Employees of Nevada. Orders 
can be made at the monthly meetings or by contacting me.                 Continued on Page 2 

P.O. Box 12531   
Reno, NV 89510-2531 

RPEN - Washoe County 

Washoe Wrangler 

May 2019 



ANIMAL ODDITIES 
*************** 

A shrimp’s heart is in its 
head. 

Elephants are the only 
animal that can’t jump. 

Bats always turn left when 
leaving a cave. 

An ostrich’s eye is bigger 
than its brain. 

Kiwis are practically blind 
and forage mainly by smell. 

Gorillas can catch human 
colds and other illnesses. 

Ants outnumber humans 
one million to one. 
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President Elaine’s Message (continued) 

Don’t forget we also have new blue and white decals for 
your car windows. We bring them to each meeting. Also, 
for those who have not been in a while, the 50-50 drawing 
is now 80-20. Free drawing tickets are distributed to first-
timers, and also for your birthday month.  

 

The annual meeting will be down south this year. The 
chapter usually sponsors one or two members to attend. It 
gives you the feel of the organization as a whole. Should 
anyone be interested please notify me or a board member 
and your interest in attending will be considered.  

 

Should any of you wish to submit any resolutions or by-
laws for consideration at either the chapter or the state 
level, time for submission is running out.  Please submit 
your proposals before July 1st. 

 

 ELECTION TIME – IS NOT FAR OFF. Time is running 
out. Folks are going to have to step forward or our chap-
ter, the oldest in the state, will no longer exist as such. 
Don Timmerman will train the person for the position of 
Treasurer and I will assist if requested to aid a new presi-
dent. Ellen Marston, our secretary, has also been a faithful 
office holder, but she too would like to turn the job over to 
someone new.  Please consider running for a chap-
ter office so that we can continue to do good work 
for the benefit of public employees in Nevada. 

 

 

 

Long time friend and RPEN member, Mable Mayes, is 
now living in Iowa with family.  A big shout-out to Ruth 
Hart for staying in contact with her, especially as Mable, 
now 93, has had a rough time of it since she began having 
serious health problems back in November.  Ruth is sure 
that hearing from Nevada friends would do Mable good.  
If you’d like to send a card or call, please call Ruth Hart 
for contact information at (775) 972-1561. 

If you know of other Washoe RPEN members who are ill 
or dealing with a loss, please let the chapter know so that 
we can send a card. 



CLIP AND SAVE 

 

NOTE:    NO POSTCARD  
NOTICE OF MEETINGS 

WILL BE SENT 
 
 

Second Monday of each 
month at 2:00 PM 

Washoe Senior Center 
1155 E. Ninth street, 

Reno, NV 
                    

 
MONDAY—JUNE 10, 2019 
Brad Kaune, owner of 

Caring Transitions, will 
talk about downsizing, 
liquidating in prepara-

tion for moving. A total 
solution—managing the 

entire move process, with 
items sorted, priced, and 

neatly organized.  A 
bonded, insured and  

certified organization. 
 

MONDAY—JULY 15, 2019 
DATE CHANGE!!  

SUMMER LUNCHEON 
Atlantis Casino Grand Room 7 

Speakers from PERS,  PEBP, 
and RPEN 

Seating at 11:30 AM 
 

MONDAY—AUGUST 12, 2019 
Reno Senior Center 

Speaker TBA 

 

From the editor… 
Brad Truax 

 
As the 80th session of the Nevada Legislature works 
through its final days, it’s appropriate at this time to 
thank the hardworking staff and officers of RPEN who 
stay on top of the issues that affect public employees in 
our state.  They speak in committee hearings, as well 
as explain our issues and concerns one-on-one with 
legislators.  Without them, our pensions, healthcare 
benefits, and privacy are at risk!  Communication with 
RPEN members this session has been nothing short of 
exceptional, especially if our RPEN office in Carson 
City has your email address.  Of course, we are also 
fortunate to have terrific people at NV PERS and 
PEBP advocating for us, and they too deserve our 
thanks. 
 
It’s important to remember that maintaining a staff at 
RPEN is not free, and it’s our membership dues that 
keep the organization going for our benefit.  However, 
if our membership numbers dwindle, so too does our 
power.  Therefore, it’s absolutely essential that we all 
do our part to encourage people we know to join 
RPEN. Retired or not, we all have a stake in protecting 
our retirement benefits… benefits that have been under 
attack in the last several legislative sessions!    
 
There’s no better time than now to give some thought 
to who you may know who’s not yet be a member of 
RPEN and ask them to join.  Membership forms can be 
found online at https://rpen.org/join/, or call the office 
in Carson City, (775) 882-7832  and ask that a form be 
sent in the mail. 
 
Meanwhile, enjoy your summer, and don’t forget to 
send in your reservation for Washoe RPEN chapter’s 
July 15th summer luncheon at the Atlantis!   
 

 
 
 
 



 

Hello from the State Office of RPEN in Carson City!  
Some of you loyal members of RPEN’s Washoe Chapter may not be aware, 
but when RPEN formed over 40 years ago, the very first chapter of this or-
ganization was your Washoe Chapter, and so it is difficult to write this brief 
column, but the Washoe Chapter could be facing a dark future if a few mem-
bers aren’t willing to step up and consider a leadership position within our 
most historic chapter. Current Chapter President Elaine Steiner and Chapter 
Treasurer Don Timmerman have faced some health and personal issues this 
year, and I know when they both agreed to serve another year in those posi-
tions that they were hoping it would be their last. They have “done their 
time” and are ready for a rest.  
 
Elaine has served your chapter well, she makes sure everyone at your holiday 
meeting in December leaves with a gift. She currently represents the Washoe 
Chapter on RPEN’s Executive Committee along with fellow member Perra-
lina Palm. And Don Timmerman keeps excellent records as Treasurer. The 
other two officers may or may not be willing to continue on either, and so I 
feel compelled to let you know (those of you reading this chapter newsletter) 
that unless 3-4 new people are willing to step up and serve your chapter as 
President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer, the future of the Washoe 
Chapter could be in jeopardy. No one wants to see a chapter fold, but unfor-
tunately, it has happened before. Resurrecting a chapter is difficult if not im-
possible, but it is a harsh reality for membership based organizations like 
ours, especially organizations like RPEN whose members are primarily made 
up of retirees! So, if you enjoy the summer and December luncheons, if you 
enjoy knowing you are part of an organization with a proven history of pro-
tecting the pension and healthcare you worked so hard to earn, then we ask 
you to seriously consider getting more involved to keep the Washoe Chapter 
going. We can’t lose a part of RPEN’s future, and without a few good men 
and women getting more involved, it could happen. The same people cannot, 
and should not, be expected to continue in the officer positions forever. If 
you’re interested in helping the chapter out, please contact your Chapter 
President, Elaine Steiner, for more information ASAP.  
 
Thank you for your membership, and continued support of RPEN. You are 
all appreciated. 
 
Terri Laird, Executive Director 
Representing Public Employees of Nevada 



WASHOE RPEN SUMMER LUNCHEON 

MONDAY, JULY 15, 2019 
12 NOON (Seating starts 11:30 a.m.) 

ATLANTIS CASINO—GRAND ROOM #7 
COST:  $25.00 per member - $28.00 per non-member/guest 

PROGRAM:   Speakers representing RPEN, PERS and PEBP 

MENU 

CITRUS MARINATED CHICKEN BREAST—Mango Salsa and Basmati Rice 
Pilaf, Grilled Vegetables 

-OR- 

STUFFED PORK CHOP – Baked Center Cut Pork Chop, Baby Carrots,  
Mashed Potatoes, Apple Sage Dressing 

 

-OR- 

VEGETARIAN PLATE—Chef’s Choice 

*All Entrees accompanied with Salad, Bread, Dessert, Coffee & Tea 

DESSERT:   Key Lime Pie 

 

NOTE TO OUR NEIGHBOR CHAPTERS:   Interested members are cordially 
invited to attend at the member price ($25.00).  Please call Don Timmerman to 

make reservations.  Be sure to include your menu choice! 

Information:  Don Timmerman @ 626-7673 or Pat Keough @ 358-2352 

 

Please send this coupon with your check payable to “RPEN Washoe Chapter” to:
  

Don Timmerman    5761 Crooked Stick Way    Sparks,  NV 89436 

Name: ____________________________________ 

Menu Choice:     o   Citrus Marinated Chicken Breast #____    

o  Stuffed Pork Chop #____     o   Vegetarian Plate #____ 
 

MAILING DEADLINE:  JULY 3, 2019 — FIRM! 
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RPEN STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

The Retired Public Employees of Nevada 
Is a 501© federally tax exempt organization 
Whose purpose is to promote social welfare 

By educational means in order to  
Better inform the public on issues 
Affecting retired public employees. 

 
USEFUL LINKS 

Website for RPEN:  http://www.rpen.org 
Public Employees Retirement System:  http://www.nvpers.org 

Social Security:  http://www.ssa.gov 
Public Employee Benefits Program:  http://www.pebp.state.nv.us 

Nevada Legislature:  http://www.leg.state.nv.us 
 


