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COMING EVENTS 

FEB. 1O, 2020 – Monthly Chapter Meeting 2:30 
Healthy Nevada Project - Amberly Diets, Manager of 

Research Genetics Operations for the project will 

explain the purpose of the study. You may wish to 

participate.  See Page Two for more information. 

 

Feb. 8 - Valentine's Day Fun Run & 1-mile Walk 9 a.m. 

$35 - $40 run, includes T-shirt and medal; $20 for walk. 

Whitney Mesa Recreational Area, 1661 Galleria Dr.  

 

Feb. 9 - OSCAR PARTY at Palms Theater 4 pm to 9 pm. 

Fundraiser for Variety School, $35 ticket good for $25 

in concession treats.  Next best thing to being there! 

 

Feb. 11 - American Sign Language Workshop 3:15 - 

4:15 p.m. Learn basic skills and practice vocabulary.  

Program Room, Gibson Library, 100 W Lake Mead.  

 

Feb. 13 to Feb. 16 - Dam Short Film Festival - Four days 

of short films from around the world will entertain you 

and complete for awards. Tickets $10 and up.  Boulder 

Theater, 1022 Nevada Highway, Boulder City. 

 

Feb. 26, 3 - 5 p.m. City of Henderson's Comprehensive 

Plan Implementation Advisory Committee Meeting. 

Mayor & Council's Board Room, City Hall 

 
MARCH 9, 2:30 p.m. Chapter Meeting -                   

FRIENDS OF GOLD BUTTE present the Nevada Gold 

Butte National Monument in video and narration. 

 

 

Report of RPEN Executive Committee Meeting, Jan. 17-18 

 

The first PERS list of newly retired public employees was 

received in October. (We have been unable to receive his list 

since 2010.)  It is a great tool for identifying and contacting 

potential new members.   State Office staff reviewed the list to 

first identify current RPEN members.   

Past President Bernard Paolini and Past Vice President Vicki 

Cameron then researched the list of about 2,100 names using 

voter registration records, property tax records and other 

resources to further identify and find contact information for 

the retirees.  These determined officers spent countless hours 

on the project.  In January a welcome letter and application 

were mailed to those with contact information.   

The results were immediate; 40 retirees joined.  A second list of 

about 1,800 has been received, the research continues and a 

second mailing is about to be sent.   

Our friends at PERS also include an RPEN brochure and 

application with their official retirement letter. 

 

Report from the January 31 

Southern Nevada Officers & Delegates Meeting 

Efforts to increase membership cover the state. Our Chapter 

President Mary Ella Holloway has joined the new retired 

teachers' group: Clark Association of Retired Teachers (CARE).  

She attended the first meeting and found a warm reception.  

Ms. Holloway was president of the Clark County Education 

Association for six years.   

State Vice President Leon Borden was contacted by a new 

group, Nevada County-State Employees and Public Workers 

Association that includes non-licensed staff from three 

northern counties.  They are meeting in Winnemucca and are 

interested in being a part of RPEN.   RPEN is also addressing the 

staff and employees of UNR in March.   
Continued on Pg. Two 
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Will the New Law Stop Robocalls? 
December 30, 2019 a new bill was signed into law that aims to 

cut down on the number of robocalls Americans receive.   

The FCC and AARP strongly advocated for the law.  We've all 

experienced our phones ringing with a barrage of tele-

marketing calls. While these are a real nuisance, far worst are 

the scammers who use the telemarketing technology to rip off 

victims to the tune of millions of dollars each year. The threat 

of financial loss is especially great for older Americans living 

on retirement income. 

We should be well educated now on these scams. The most 

frequent are: the government imposter scam (someone claims 

to be from the IRS and threatens to arrest you for back taxes 

unless you pay immediately); the tech support scam (someone 

from Microsoft warns you that a virus has taken over your 

computer and you must pay for a fix); and the grandparent 

scam (a caller says, "Grandma, I need help; please send money 

and don't tell anyone.") 

Other devious tactics help confuse victims.  Caller ID spoofing 

makes the call look like it's coming from a trusted source. 

 

Will this law make a real difference?                             
By NPR's Ailsa Chang & Wall Street Journal reporter Sarah Krouse   

 

Robocall technology auto-dials phone numbers to deliver pre-

recorded messages that ask the recipient to respond.  Lawful 

uses for this technology include prescription refill reminders, 

school notifications (snow day!), and political campaign 

messages.  

The new law gives the FCC greater power to pursue 

wrongdoing. It gives them more time to investigate nefarious 

scamming robocalls. It gives carriers a nudge to continue to do 

more to block services free of charge to consumers. This is 

incremental progress in getting at the problem, but there is no 

one solution.   

Carriers need to be more aggressive. In the past they could be 

sued for blocking calls, and that made them hesitant to act.  

Now each carrier decides what type of traffic to label as 

suspect.  Carriers look at their call traffic, spot the bad stuff, 

and block it … making judgment calls on the not so obvious 

fraudulent activities.   

But it is cheap and easy to buy a large block of numbers and 

blast out millions of phone calls.  And the ability to collect 

fines is difficult.  FCC has to find the assets and these 

operations are mobile; they close and reopen frequently. 

Find out if your phone carrier allows you to opt-in or opt-out 

of call-blocking services.  Use online consumer guides.   

 
The Healthy Nevada Project is a clinical study 

offering you, at no cost, the opportunity to learn 

about your ancestry, diet insights and genetic 

risks linked to heart disease and certain cancers, 

including prevention strategies.  

Your contribution to this study also allows us to 

create a robust set of data and enables us to 

draw new conclusions about how to improve 

the health of the entire Nevada population. 

You will receive no-cost genetic testing, ancestry 

and diet insights.  You can opt-in to learn if you 

have inherited genetic risks and participate in 

future research. 

The test uses a simple saliva sample, so please 

refrain from eating, drinking, chewing gum or 

using any tobacco products 30 minutes before 

testing.  All Nevadans 18 and older are invited 

to take part.   

 
 

continued from Pg. One: Report  

Henderson Delegate Sandie Mix joined State President 

Ruth Kilmer at the last Via Benefits/PEBP orientation 

sessions in Las Vegas and passed out 100 applications.  

The next Via Benefits meeting is March 11.  You can 

attend a Pre-Medicare Meeting to prepare for your 

transition or learn more about your HRA at the 

Cheyenne campus of the College of Southern Nevada.   

Make Sandie happy and volunteer to hand out 

applications!  You can carpool. 

Executive Director Terri Laird is traveling to Olympia to 

meet with the Retired Public Employees Council of 

Washington.  They meet at the State Capitol.  The 

organization shares some of our history.  Founded in 

1971, they have about 10,000 members and are 

affiliated with ACSFME and SEIU.  The office operates 

with a staff of five.  Dues are $7.00 per month.  Their 

website is very good with testimonial videos of 

members.   

 


